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ROHNERT PARK – The Rohnert Park Public Safety Traffic Unit would like to remind drivers that school starts 
tomorrow for the Rohnert Park/Cotati school district. Motorists are encouraged to leave extra time for their 
travels as roadways are sure to be congested around the schools in our community. Rancho Cotate High 
School will welcome new students with a newly paved and widened roadway that will take some drivers time 
to get used to. Watch for new traffic lights on Snyder Ln. along with crossing signals at the main entrance to 
the school. When school is in session at the high school the speed limit is 25mph while students are present 
at the school, this is due to the open campus and no fencing to separate the school from the roadway. Most 
schools in our community reside in a residential neighborhood and all roads leading to and from them have a 
speed limit of 25mph.  
 
Our traffic team has been out fielding complaints all summer for stop signs and red light violators. These 
violations become increasingly dangerous as students and parents are walking or riding to school. Rohnert 
Park Public Safety Traffic Unit reminds driver’s that STOP is not an acronym for Slightly Tap On Pedal, it 
means to bring your vehicle to a full and complete stop at the limit line and allow pedestrians and other drivers 
the right of way at intersections. 
 
Pedestrians need to make sure cars come to a stop at the limit line prior to entering the roadway at uncontrolled 
crosswalks. While a pedestrian may have the right of way as they begin to walk across the roadway, a moving 
vehicle can cause fatal injuries. Try and cross the street in pairs to be more visible and make eye contact with 
drivers as they stop to allow for a safe crossing of the roadway. 
 
We remind bicyclists to follow the rules of the roadway as vehicles are required. Stop at all stop signs and ride 
on the right side of the roadway. Many streets have been striped in our city to accommodate a bicycle lane, 
use them when available. Be sure to use your hand signals so vehicle drivers know where you are trying to 
go. All bicyclists under the age of 18 must wear a helmet and have it securely fastened. 
 
Officers from our department will be out in the school areas watching for safe travelers and taking enforcement 
actions when appropriate. Please check with your school for safe drop off and pick up procedures. Do not 
park in fire lanes or yellow curb lines. Our officers will issue parking citations for violations. Parents please do 
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not drop off your child in the middle of the block and have them run across the street. Remind them to use the 
crosswalks at the intersections where cars will be stopping at the stop sign and are more likely to be seen. 
 
Together we can have a safe start to school by focusing on our responsibilities as drivers, pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 
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